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IONAL STUDENT

In the changing face of higher education, a student body
composed mainly of new high school graduates is being
replaced by students of all ages and experiences. sy tray sugys

—— repping onto a new campus with hundreds—aor even
ihousinds
ing experience lor students attending their fiest day
of college, When different ages are added 1o the mix,

4 gl o
*.'Il l.1[|!'i.T 'tl.llLlL'Il-l‘ £ ] |I{'t;'lll-'|||'a'. b 'll-ll“-'lt'

their apprehension may increase: Can they relate ro 2
student body made up of younger or older students who may
be light vears apart in interests and life experiences? Will they
be accepted or find themselves in solation on the fringe of the
campus social scene?

Farrunately, these Rrst-day jitters are becoming a thing of
the past. ' Non-tradirional students,” as they are often called,
are growing in numbers; in fact, they are steadily becoming part
of the norm for the student body ar colleges and universitics

Althaugh the average age of a collepe studenr is 18 1o 25,
ll‘t rlLlrl‘I:'l!.'l Ll‘r \[lec!ll\ [1 LU | JB‘, .1;1 Ili‘\. \L.'I.rl:ll.l\.l‘t‘ll.{ At L]"lE‘.‘!_:‘.'\-
and unversities everywhere. According to Back to College,
an online resource for adults returning 1o college, 28 percent
of all college students were 235 years ald or older in 1970 in
1998, this increascd o 41 percent, The National Center far
Fducarion Staristics stares thar students 35 vears ar older soared
from 823,000 in 1970 w an esimated 2.9 million in 2001
an increase of 19,2 percent Current estimares put the number
af students who are over 25 ar 47 percent of the college stu-
dent population

An early start

Very lirde research exists on college students who are younge

than 17 vears alel, but ove study by the University of Washington
specifically, those berween the ages of
12 and 14—"don't fir the stercorype of unhappy ‘nerds’ who are
humarless, isolated misfirs.” but rdher, “exeeemey versanle, inrer-

found that voung students

ested, interesting, and sociable.”

Tom Holcomb, "80, a professor in the Interprever
Preparation Program, Center for Deal Studies and Special
Services at Ohlone College in Calitornia, came 1o ( llaudet
ar the age of 16, “Although | had family nearby, which was a
huge help, 1 otten fele lefe our and almes disconnecred from
the other students,” he said, “But in retrospect, | realize ir was
mustly a seli<inflicted perceprion.” He also noted that there
was more attention given to four of his fellow [reshmen—who
were all female and all 16 vears old. "Most of the campus
community was locused on them instead of me, which | con-
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sitder a blessing in disguise because I was able to blend mw
the scene a bit mare than chey could,”

Dravid Kurs, 98, a Blmmaker and serpownrer in
Hollywood, € alifs. also enrolled at the age of 16, Like others
who were younger than the wypical treshman, Kurs did nm
want 1o call artention to his age. °1 tried ro make my age
and failed miserably,” he
satidd. “The kids 1 had gone to camp with kncw how old | was

SECrEl Upon arrfiving on campus

and rald everyone else. As is prohably the norm, | never made
A0 iRsLE el \F‘.I my .||r|-l‘ . |.||..|! CVOTVONnG ‘.'I\l. '.l.il.i." -l-llll.'rl.' WLTC
addvantages 1 being young, though, he said with a chuckle.

“I loved that because 1 was vounger than the others, everyone
thaught | was a genius. Rumors spread abour my phowgraph-
ic memory, that 1 had received a job offer from NASA, and
thar | had memornized the dictipnarv—none of which were
truc, Instead of denying these quenies, T would just smile,
'q..ll;urb_. .H.r.|.||:1|i|tg the truth of these rumors.”

TOM HOLEOME,
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Both Holcomb and Kurs credis extracurricular acriviries
such as sports and student government with helping them fir
in. Holcomb added thar when he joined a traternicy, he ~finally
felt accepred, cven though roday | realize [ was accepred all
along. It was simply a confirmation for me thar | really did
belong there.” Kurs said, “I was probably more susceprible o
influences, I think the only difference, if any, between myself
and the other students was thar | sought out role models with
more effort. | was more Eager o participate i the riruals and
traditions of the freshman class, probably because [ diedn's
bather o question the point of these acrivities, | wanted 1o be
able 1o sy that [ 1ook part in everything,”

Timothy laech, ‘61, a retired school administrator, stepped
on campus in 1957 when he was 15 years old. Although he
had an older sister who kepr an cye on him. he had his share of
humbling cxperiences, particularly one evening as a freshman
watching a lively discussion in the Men's Reading Room aof
College Hall. *1 loved those bull sessions, and it was I'-.uur-l.-uin:_:
to watch the upperclassmen march wirs, Afrer warching much
intellectual ‘bull’ going back and forth, 1 raised my hand to toss
in my two cents’ worth,” he chuckles, *One of the upperclass
men looked at me and remarked, “What does a lirtle kid like
you think you can add 1o this discussion?® Miffiad, | shot back,
Tm nota kid! U'm 15-1/2 vears old!" 1 think the whole room
broke our laughing. and 1 was sorry the minuee | said i

Ohher nowable voung alumni include Astrid (Amann)
Goodstein, ‘65, and her hushand, Board of Trustees membet
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Hurvey Goodstein, 65, both of whom retired from Gallaudet
after lomg and distinguished careers and reside in Scotsdale,
Ariz. They both began their vears ar Gallauder as 16-vear-old
preparatory students. It is interesting to nore that Harvey's sis
ter, Roslyn Rosen, 62, and Astrid's brother, Franklyn Amann,
64, also aended ar 2 young age. Astrid. who praduated from
the California School for the Deaf in Berkeley (CSD), says, |
wis probably more or less a prima donna ar CSD. Upon arrival
at Gallauder, | wasn't used 1o comperition in and ouside of
class, so | felt humbled and even insecure, Besides, there were
no summer programs like Youth Leadership Camp or Junior
MNAD back then, so I1.‘.I1.IL'!.‘1IIIF'I- skills in chose days were devel-
aped by rrial and error, Even so, 'm forever grarctul for my
unique, non-stop, and halistic education ar Gallauder,”

The Goodsieins noted thar they would probably have different
experiences if they were students ar modem-day Gallauder. “Back

then, the campus was so small that evervone knew evervone,”
Astrid explained.

‘We were really like a family, and people were always warching
ot for and supporing us. We also had a curfew and studv halls.
I don't know how I'd handle it woday, in such o different culture
and world,” she said, if the university did nor have the OrEEn iz

tions and programs it has implemented to suppore student success

Never too late

Cin the opposite end of the specerum are studenes whe decide

ta either start or return to college after their adult lives are well
underway, A commuonly cited reson for enrolling at college ar this
stage of life is ro improve enplovability. This was the case for

THEN | NOW

TIMOTHY JAETH, ‘61
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— = = - anything I've ever had ro do.” he said, bur added rhar it was
T H E M I M @w well worth ir, The Never Too Lare Club, he said, gave him
e = 4 unp.u.ullch-:l stpport when he missed his family.

O campus, Benziger quickly became a strong advocare
for non-traditonal students, but sometimes found i awlkward
when his reachers were vounger than him, nor ro menrion rthe
realization that his classmartes were the children of prople he
had atrended Gallauder with in the 19605 “As a government
major, it was always stange being in ¢lasses with students who
had no idea of how real-life advocicy or governmental matters
warked.” he recalled, “They also complained about so much,
even though they had access 1o compurers and other modern
day rechnology. Back in the 19605, 1 had 1o do everyihing by
hand or on a rypewriter.” Even so, Benziger found the experi
ence enriching, “1 learned a lor from my classmates, regandless
of age, and from professars such as the incomparable Dir, Mary
Malekuhn

Both Garbace and Benaiger agree thar their personal sacrifices
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HARVEY AND ASTRID GOODSTEIN, "6

Access Living; Garbacz artended graduare school ar Gallaude
aned San Diega Seare Ulniversiny, and is now a rehabilication
cotshiselor for deaf and hard of heanng and deaf-blind mdividuals

with the Calitornia Deparement of Rehabilisanon,
Catherine Garbace, "7, of Sacramento, Calif. A single mother

of rwo daughters, Garbacz was laid off from her job in 1993
and decided to complete her college degree an age 43 by com-
myg to Gallaudet, An active member and president of the Never
Fow Late Club, Garbace found hei AT iences as an older st
dent d L|_J|1||_'-j|;|.g||,1r|:||!; 1 goveTament aned |'!'|F||.1'\!'I toy be uni:|ur.

"The l"ii‘:l'l::"'“ L'|:1.|“|_'|LF:: for me was i,ill!l-l'll.'“i'lf_" with younger
minds, and sharing a room with kids who did not have the life
expeniences that 1 had already aained,” she remembers. " Bur
| dealr with i by receiving suppor from other older students,
especially the Never Tou Late Club, and becoming a resident
assistant.” To stay informed abour campus life issues, she
became even more active with organizarions such as the Studem
Bady Government.

Tom Benziger, "4, of Woodridge. 111, originally artended
Ciallauder in the 19605, bur lefr before complering his degree,
Berziger was working as a deaf services advocare ar Acoess

Livimg i Clacago, UL, an mdependent living center, super-
vising scveral stafl members who held master’s i,EI:'L'.rI.'i'\. and
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After many hours of discussion with his wife, Beniger
made the decision to return o Callawder, "Te wasn't easy.,

because | knew 1'd have to maintam a longlistance rela
tionship with my wife,” he explained. “You have 1o remem
ber thar in the .:,“]:,' 195y, we uﬂh' had the TTY fior live
conversarion, and that was cumbersome. Trowas harder 1han
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tor seay focused on their academic pursuirs. "We can connecy
them to areas of interest, ar communicare with them in areas
of concern.” said Andersen. “Faculty can report attendance par-
rerns, and coaches can interace with Jfl.lt.'l.lh‘_lr' and students so e
EVETVOINE 18 SUPpOring the Fu_-rsi:qmu e of studenrs,’

In all, the Gallauder experience proves w be unique for
each sudenr, repardless of age. “1 don't look back and evaluare
whether entering Gallauder ar such a voung age was a mistake,”
Kurs said, "My LE.;\-._-](:pmcnr adiusted around thar event. It

made me the way T am. |.nn::-|-ci1|y, back, 1 had the opportuniey
to take the ome tw dcx'ulup pt,':.mn.!“'; and protessionally after
graduation a bit longer than athers did. For the first time in
my life, | had the luxury of time—I traveled a lot, and hopped
trom job o job.”
He added, “1 think that all of us who entered Gallander
at earlier ages realize that there are no absolure rules. We can
Until recentdy, the majoriry of non-traditional students adapr o the siruarion, or not. We all have it in us to prosper
did not have services catering o their unique needs. Benziger Of CAMps at any -iE:f-'-w M
recalls how dilTicult circumstances could be for older students
lving off-campus; “There was a fellow studenr in her 7is, and
she lived off campus She ofren had ne ]1|'.1U.' b e 10 berween

Iback row, second from right}

CATHERINE GARBACZ, ‘97

classes, o she had o wait hours and hours 'ﬁ‘;,lnd;'r'rr'lg the cam-
s, I was [rh}':-u.!”j.' difficult for her to |L'lg around so many
wextbooks,” Benager |1L'n'n.'11_:|1_'d the wse of his dorm room so that
she could have a place to go in berween classes.

Today, Gallauder offers many other services to accom-
modate its changing student bady, including non-cradiconal
students who live on campus. The Commuter Lounge, where
lockers and compuurers are available 1s one example. Iris an
ideal place for them to stay berween classes.

Identifying Needs

The Holson elecrronic communication system, which is used
b}r over 1,000 tl.lut:t_',r.'h and universicies—including € allavder—
to track student participation and ensure thae studens don't

fall through cracks, has given invaluable insights in meeting
suilenis” needs, said Associate Provost for Enrollment Carherine
Andersen. Hobson has |1mvid.:d psetul information for non
raditional students regardless ol age, D, Andersen said; the
Universiry can send out communications tailored to students
who are in specific age brackets, or have children, or posiess

other unique characreristics. Addidonally, incoming freshmen HE AUTHOR: TRUDY BuUEE

are required 1o ke @ firse-vear course as part of the general stud-

ies requirement, which assists in determining areas of interest Fian Diriaely Saegs, 95, oaons 125, Woeirtng Sermves (e iswertting.contl
study, first-year concerns and challenges, and maore, “When we anel came 1o Gallandes s a m--,-.-.n-n!;#_n':-siw.-uu_

did a research study of persistence, we found that those who
mak this course had an 11 percent higher persistent rare inra
the second year,” Andersen said.

Retain is another web-based system tlua ||-;.'i}l.\ Ciallaudet
gommuicate with current studenes i ways thae encourage ther
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